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Description: 

Stradnerlithus pauciramosus BLACK, 1973 

Stradnerlithus 
pauciramosus 

1971 July Stradnerlithus delftensis (STRADNER & ADAMIKER) comb. nov., Black. 
Proc. Yorks. geol. Soc., vol. 38, p. 415, pl. 31, fig. 11. 

1971 August Truncatolithus delftensis (STRADNER & ADAMIKER), new combi
nation, Rood, Hay and Barnard. Eclog. geol. Helv., vol. 64, p. 257 pl. 2, 
figs. 4, 5. 
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Fig. 47 - Stradnerlithus pauciramosus sp. nov. 
Holotype, proximal view. SM 25103. Com
pound Nodular Bed, D1 (Hauterivian), of the 
Speeton Clay, Speeton (H.710). x 16,000. 

Diagnosis: A slenderly-constructed species of Stradnerlithus with 4 widely-spaced lateral bars 
on each Eide of the medial bar. 
Description: The outer wall has the shape of an elongated hexagon. A medial bar constructed 
of narrow, elongated crystals runs the whole length of the coccolith. Four lateral bars diverge 
from the centre, two on each side of the medial bar, and join up with the wall, thus framing 
two small triangular windows. At each end of the coccolith a further pair of laterals leaves the 
medial bar a little more than half way from the centre, framing a set of four-sided windows. 
Measurements (in microns). 

p p' c c' te 1 
Holotype: H.710 25103 proximal view 3.0 1.6 2.8 1.0 0.9 8 
p, p' = major and minor diameters of the proximal shield or proximal surface; c, c' = major 
and minor diameters of the central area; te = width at truncated end; 1 = number of lateral bars. 

Remarks: 

The only available Cretaceous specimen is seen from the proximal side (erroneously referred 
to as distal in Black 1971, with no spine visible. A distal view of a Jurassic specimen figured 
by Rood et al. (1971) shows the base of a spine at the centre. 
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S. pauciramosus differs from S. delftensis in the presence of well-formed windows separated 
by single bars - in S . deljtensis the bars are too crowded to leave open windows, and they 
are arranged in pairs. 

Type level: 

Hauterivian. 

Oc<:urrence: Oxfordian to Hauterivian. In the Oxford Clay (Lower Oxfordian) of Millbrook, 
Bedfordshire (Rood et al., 1971, expl. of pl. 2), and in the Compound Nodular Bed, Division 
D1, of the Speeton Clay at Speeton (Hauterivian). 

Type locality: 

Speeton Clay, Speeton, (Southeastern England). 

Depository: 

Collection of electron micrographs at the Sedgwick Museum, Cambridge. 
Holotype: SM 25103; fig. 47; from the Compound Nodular Bed, D1 (Hauterivian), of the 
Speeton Clay, Speeton (H.710). 

Author: 

Black M., 1973, p. 98, text-fig. 47. 

Reference: 

British Lower Cretaceous Coccoliths. I. Gault Clay, Part 2. Palaeontogr. Soc. Monogr., vol. 
127, pp. 49-112, text-figs. 39-51, pis. 17-33. 
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